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Trends and Variations in
First Births to Older
Women, United States,
1970-86
by Stephanie J. Ventura, A. M., Division of
Vital Statistics
Introduction
First births to women in their thirties have increased
substantially since 1970, doubling, tripling, and quadrupling
their levels in a 16-year period. Throughout the 1970’s, the
increases were largest for women aged 30-34 years (NCHS,
1982). Since 1980, the impact of this phenomenon has
shifted to older women. Between 1980 and 1986, the
increases in first births and first-birth rates were much
greater for women aged 35-39 years.
The number of first births to women aged 30–34 years
rose from 42,404 in 1970 to 112,964 in 1980 and then to
181,504 in 1986. Increases in births to women aged 35–39
years were also substantial, although the numbers are
considerably smaller: 11,704 in 1970, 18,241 in 1980, and
44,427 in 1986 (table 1).
The first-birth rate for women aged 30-34 years in-
creased from 7.3 births per 1,000 women in 1970 to 12.8 in
1980 and to 17.5 in 1986, an overall rise of 140 percent. The
rate for women aged 35–39 years rose from 2.1 in 1970 to
2.6 in 1980 and to 4.7 in 1986, an increase of 124 percent
(table 2).
During this period of rapidly rising first-birth rates for
women in their thirties, rates for women in their teens and
early twenties were declining.
The first-birth rate for women 15–19 years of age fell
23 percent, from 53.7 per 1,000 in 1970 to 41.4 in 1976,
with the decline proceeding at a much slower pace during
the rest of the 1970’s and early 19S0’s; the rate for 19S6 was
39.1 (table 2). Similarly for women in their early twenties,
the first-birth rate dropped rapidly through the mid-1970’s,
from 78.2 in 1970 to 52.9 in 1976, a decline of 32 percent;
since 1976, the rate has fluctuated between 52.4 and 57.3.
The trend in the first-birth rate for women aged 25-29
years has followed a middle course between their younger
and older counterparts. The rate fell 6 percent from 1970 to
1972, then increased 33 percent during the years 1972–S1,
from 29.2 to 3S.S. The rate has changed very little since
19S1; in 19S6 it was 3S.S.
The first-birth rate for women in their early forties has
been very low throughout this period and was relatively
unchanged until 19S0. From 19S0 to 19S6 the rate in-
creased from 0.3 to 0.6 first births per 1,000 women in this
age group. As a consequence of these varying shifts in
first-birth rates by age of mother, women aged 30 years and
older are accounting for a much larger share of first births
in the mid-1980’s than in 1970: 15 percent in 1986 com-
pared with 4 percent in 1970 (table 3).
The increases during the early 1970’s in first-time
childbearing by women in their thirties occurred at the
same time that there were steep reductions in higher order
birth rates or, to put it another way, a decline in large
families. In the 5 years from 1970 to 1975, rates for fourth
and higher order births for women aged 30 years and older
fell by about one-half. As a consequence of these declines
and the slowly increasing first-birth rates, the overalI birth
rate for these women dropped during the early 1970’s, from
73.3 to 52.3 for ages 30-34 years and from 31.7 to 19.5 for
ages 35–39 years (table 4).
The reversal of these declines beginning in the mid-
1970’s is associated entirely with the sizable increases in
first-birth rates, while higher order rates continued to
decline but at a slower pace. Higher order births comprised
a much smaller proportion of all births to women aged
25–39 years in 19S6 than in 1970 (table 5).
Clearly large numbers of women have reached age
30 years and older without having had their first child. For
example, one-fourth of all women aged 30–34 years at the
end of 19S6 were still childless. However, national data
from the June 19S7 Current Population Survey indicate
that only 10 percent of women in their early thirties expect
to remain childless (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 19SSa).
The question that remains is to what extent those women
who intend to have children will actually have the children
they expect to bear. Related data from the National Survey
of Family Growth conducted by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS) indicates that many of these
women may ultimately remain childless because of physio-
logical impairments in their ability to conceive and bear
children (Mosher and Bachrach, 1982). These impairments
tend to rise sharply with age. Until those women now in
their thirties have reached the postchildbearing ages, it will
not be possible to say how much of today’s delayed child-
bearing will be made up.
Trends in first-time childbearing by age have been
affected by changes in the female population of childbear-
ing age and by changes in the various measures of fertility,
including first-birth rates and birth probabilities (first-birth
1
rates computed for childless women) by age and the pro-
portion of childless women (women at risk of having a first
birth). ‘1’hese factors will be described and discussed in
detail in the text and the accompanying figures and tables.
Because the factors associated with these trends differ by
race, the discussion in the following sections will consider
each group separately, Where available, data are given for
white and black women rather than white and all other
women. However, the birth probabilities and the propor-
This report also describes the impact of trends in the
educational attainment of the mother and in nonmarital
childbearing on postponed childbearing. Some of the inter-
est associated with delayed first births has focused on the
possible deleterious health consequences for mother and
child. Selected data (on low birth weight and prenatal care)
relating to these concerns are also presented. These data
indicate that the higher educational attainment of older,
first-time mothers is probably the key factor offsetting these
tions childless shown in figu;es 14 are available only for health risks. - -
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A growing proportion of women in their late twenties
and early thirties is unmarried (figure 5); many have never
married, and a growing fraction is unmarried as a conse-
quence of divorce. In 1986,for example, nearly one-third of
25–29-year-old white women and more than one-half of
women of all other races were unmarried, more than
double the proportions observed in the early 1960’s.
The dramatic increases in the proportions of women
who had had no children by ages 25, 30, or even 35 years is
described in the next section. In addition to these increases,
there has been a rapid rise in the number of women in
these age groups (table 6). Between 1970 and 1986 the
number of women aged 30-34 years increased 78 percent;
the increases for women aged 25–29 and 35–39 years were
60 and 66 percent, respectively. In contrast, the number of
women in their early twenties increased by only 20 percent,
and the number of teenagers actually declined by 3 percent.
These changes reflect the dramatic changes in fertility
observed between 1946 and 1972. The large number of
female babies born immediately after World War II
through the late 1950’s are now women aged 25–39 years.
From the early 1960’s until the early 1970’s, there was a
sharp drop in fertility, reflected during recent years in a
reduction in the number of women aged 15-19 years and
20-24 years.
Beginning in the mid-1970’s there was a convergence of
the rapidly increasing number of women in their thirties
together with an even more sharply increasing rate of
childlessness among these women. These two factors com-
bined to produce the largest number of women ever “at
risk” of having their first child. Virtually all national surveys
of birth expectations among American women have shown
that very few women intend or wish to be permanently
childless. Therefore, it was perhaps inevitable that the
effect of these simultaneous trends would be to increase
first-birth rates among women in their thirties (Mosher and
Bachrach, 1982; U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1988a). This is,
in fact, what happened.
Childlessness, first-birth rates, and
probabilities
Figures 1 and 3 show the trends in first-birth rates and
probabilities of first births among women in the age groups
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Figure 5. Percent of women unmarried at agea 25–29 yeara and 30-34 years, by race: United Statea, 1970-86
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25-39 years. The first-birth rate relates the number of first
births to all women in an age-race group regardless of their
parity (the number of children they have had). The first-
birth probability is a refinement of the first-birth rate in
that it relates first births only to childless women (also
referred to as zero-parity women), that is, the women “at
risk” of having a first birth.
Birth rates rose fairly evenly for white women in the
age groups 25-39 years from 1973 to 1980, although the
pace of the increase was clearly greatest for women aged
30-34 years (figure 1). Since 19S0, rates have completely
leveled off for women aged 25–29 years, while rates for
women in their thirties have continued to increase. In the
case of women aged 35–39 years, the increase in recent
years has outpaced that measured in the late 1970’s.
The incidence of childlessness among white women at
various ages has also increased sharply since 1970 (figure
2). Among 25-year-old women the proportion childless
reached a record high 55 percent by the end of 1986,
compared with 35 percent in 1970. Similarly, the proportion
childless among white women aged 30 years rose to
33 percent by the end of 1986 compared with 14 percent in
1970, and for 35-year-old white women, 22 percent at the
end of 1986 compared with 9 percent in 1970. In sum, an
unusually high proportion of women were “eligible” or “at
risk” of having a first baby.
The first-birth probability for 25–29-year-old white
women, on the other hand, declined slowly but fairly
steadily from 1975 to 1986 after an initial rapid decline in
the early 1970’s. Thus since 1980 the first-birth rate for
women in their late twenties leveled off because of a
decline in the birth probability (for childless women) and
because the proportion of women with no children was
relatively stable.
First-birth probabilities for white women aged 30-34
and 35-39 years have increased in recent years, following
declines in the early 1970’s. Since 1980 the increase for
women aged 35–39 years has been particularly sizabl~ for
those aged 30-34 years it has been more modest. The
increases in first-birth rates for white women in their
thirties are the result of the combined effect of increased
proportions of childless women and the increases in first-
birth probabilities.
The rate for 30-34-year-old women increased at a
slightly slower pace because the probability of a first birth
for these women increased less. This indicates a gradual but
clear shift to older ages in the making up of some post-
poned or delayed first births. Whereas in the 1970’s the
first-birth rates were increasing most for women in their
early thirties and increasing even for women in their late
twenties, since 1980 the rates have leveled off for women
aged 25–29 years and have continued to increase for
women in their thirties, at a slower rate for women aged
30-34 years and more rapidly for women aged 35-39 years.
As already pointed out, the question that cannot be an-
swered for at least another decade is the extent to which
these women will actually make up the births that they have
delayed.
The number of first births to white women in their
thirties has risen substantially during these years because of
the rapid increases in first-birth rates and in the numbers of
women in these age groups. The number of white women
aged 30-34 years increased 71 percent from 5,085,000 in
1970 to 8,702,000 in 1986; the number aged 35-39 years
rose by 63 percent, from 4,933,000 in 1970 to 8,031,000 in
1986 (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1982, 1988b). For white
women aged 30-34 years, the increase in the number of
first births in the 1970’s was much greater than in more
recent years, but overall there were more than four times as
many births to these women in 1986 as in 1970 (155,261
compared with 36,902). For women in their late thirties, the
increase has been greater in the 1980’s than in the previous
decade; overall, the number born in 1986 was more than
three times the number in 1970 (37,450 compared with
10,078) (table 1).
In summary, the number of first births to white women
in their thirties has increased since the early 1970’s because
of increases in three measure~ The proportion of women at
risk of having a first birth (the proportion childless), the
probability of a first birth among these women, and the
number of women in these age groups. The increases in the
numbers of first births to women in their thirties and older
have occurred during a period of relatively little increase in
first births to mothers of all ages combined. Mothers aged
30 years and older now account for a much larger propor-
tion of all first births than in any recent year (15 percent in
1986 compared with 4 percent in 1970) (table 3).
Trends in delayed childbearing among mothers of “all
other” races have been affected by the changing racial
composition of this population since 1970. While black
women still comprise the overwhelming majority of this
population (nearly 80 percent), the proportion of black
women has declined during this period from 89 percent in
1970 to 79 percent in 1986 (U.S. Bureau of the Census,
1982, 1988b). The remaining 10-20 percent of the popula-
tion of all other races is American Indian and Asian. In the
period covered by the study, the Asian population in partic-
ular has increased sharply. Because the fertility patterns of
black and American Indian women differ markedly from
those of most Asian women, the factors affecting the trends
for “all other” women as a group are often offsetting.
Teenage childbearing is relatively common for black
and American Indian women compared with Asian women;
among babies born in 19S6, 23 percent of black infants and
19 percent of American Indian infants were born to teenage
mothers compared with only 6 percent of Asian infants. In
contrast, only 19 percent of black and American Indian
births were to mothers aged 30 years and older compared
with 41 percent of Asian births. Furthermore, very few first
births to Asian mothers were born to teenagers, only
10 percent in 1986 compared with 41-42 percent of Amer-
ican Indian and black births. In contrast, 27 percent of all
Asian first births and 39-41 percent of Chinese and Japa-
nese first births were to mothers aged 30 years and older,
much higher levels of childbearing by older mothers than
observed for any other racial group. Only 6-8 percent of
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American Indian and black first-time mothers were aged
30 years and older. In other words, a much larger propor-
tion of black and American Indian mothers are beginning
childbearing at young ages, whereas Asian mothers are
much more likely to be delaying their first births. Clearly,
mothers of “all other” races are not homogeneous in their
childbearing characteristics.
The trends in first-birth rates, probabilities, and pro-
portions childless can be briefly summarized for all other
women as a group. First-birth rates for all other women
aged 25–39 years have increased fairly steadily beginning in
the early 1970’s (figure 3, table 2). Since 1980, the rates for
women aged 25–29 and 30-34 years have increased at a
slower pace, while the rate for women aged 35–39 years has
risen more rapidly. The first-birth probabilities also in-
creased during the 1970’s. However, since 1980 the proba-
bility for women aged 25–29 years has declined; for women
aged 30-34 years, it has continued to rise but more slowly;
for 35-39-year-old women, it has risen more steeply.
As shown in figure 4, the proportions of childless
women of all other races declined steeply for women aged
35 years and 40 years over most of the period 1970-86
while increasing for 25-year-old women; for 30-year-old
women the proportion childless declined until the late
1970’s and has risen since 1979. In 1987 only 6 percent of
35-year-old women and 5 percent of 40-year-old women
were childless, compared with 35 percent of 25-year-old
women and 14 percent of 30-year-old women. First-birth
rates for all other women aged 30 years and older, espe-
cially those 35–39 years, have risen because the probabili-
ties for those women at risk of a first birth have increased
and the number of women in these age groups has grown.
These increases have been large enough to compensate for
the sharp reduction in the proportion of childless women.
The drop in childlessness among older women of all other
races reflects the high proportion of black and American
Indian women who began having children at relatively
young ages (and are therefore not childless) combined wi(h
the apparently high rate of first-time childbearing by Asian
mothers in their thirties. In 1986 the first-birth rate for
women of all other races excluding black women was 30.4
for women aged 30-34 years and 9.5 for women aged 35-39
years. Both rates were nearly three times the comparable
rates for black women (11.2 and 3.5, respectively) and
nearly two times the rates for white women in the same age
groups (18.0 and 4.9).
Educational attainment of mother
The educational attainment of women aged 25-39
years who were having their first child rose sharply during
the 1970’s. The proportion of these mothers who had
completed some college (that is, 13–15 years of educational
attainment) rose as did the proportion who were collcgc
graduates. Since 1980, the proportion wi[h at least 1 year of
cokge has continued to rise, but the proportion with
college degrees has increased only for first-time mothers
aged 35–39 years, from 44 percent in 1980 to 53 percent in
1986 (table 7).
The educational attainment of the U.S. population m a
whole has also increased during this period. However, the
level among first-time mothers has continued to exceed that
of the general population. Among all women aged 30–34
years, for example, the proportion with college degrees
increased from 16 percent in 1975 to 24 percent in 1986
(U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1976, 1977, 1988c:). Among
women of the same age who gave birth to their first child
during those years, this proportion increased from 40 per-
cent to 48 percent. Similarly, among all women aged 35–39
years, the proportion with college degrees increased from
12 to 23 percent in this period, while the comparable
proportion among first-time mothers rose from 32 to 53
percent.
Some of the rise in educational attainment among
first-time mothers can clearly be associated with the gen-
eral increase in educational attainment of the population
during this period. But the far higher level of college
completion among the first-time mothers probably reflects
the particular characteristics of those postponing mother-
hood as well as a greater increase in first-birth rates among
these women than among their lesser educated counter-
parts. First-birth rates by age and educational attainment of
mother are shown in table 8 for 1970, 1975, 1980, and 1985,
years for which the necessary population data were avail-
able. These rates indicate that the decline among 20-24 -
year-old women was especially pronounced among those
who have completed college. There were substantial reduc-
tions in first-birth rates during the early 1970’s for all
educational attainment groups, but the only decline that has
persisted since 1975 has been for women who have com-
pleted college, suggesting that these women are devoting
themselves to their careers and are continuing to delay
marriage and childbearing.
First-birth rates for 25–29-year-old women increased
between 1975 and 1985 for all except those who had
completed 4 years of college. Among the latter group, the
rate dropped. These women also were evidently postponing
marriage and childbearing.
The pattern of making up of postponed childbearing is
most evident among women in their thirties. First-birth
rates for these women have increased sharply since 1970,
especially since 1975. Among, women who had completed
college, the increases in first-birth rates from 1975 to 1985
were 77 and 96 percent, respectively, for women aged
30–34 and 35–39 years. In summary, women in their thir-
ties giving birth for the first time are increasingly well
educated, and increasing proportions of we]hcducated
women in these age groups are giving birth.
When the first-birth rates by age and educational at-
tainment are examined for white and black womlcn sepa-
rately, it is apparent that well-educated women in both
groups have postponed chik.lbearing, and that ihey are
making LIp for at least some of the delays at a growing pace
(table 9). The main difference is that the increases for white
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women in their thirties have been for rdl those with 1 or
more years of college, while the increases among compa-
rably aged black women have been concentrated among
those with 1–3 years of college. Rates for black women with
college degrees have risen less or even declined.
Nonmarital childbearing
Childbearing by unmarried women of all ages has
increased at a rapid rate since the mid-1970’s. Birth rates
for unmarried teenagers have risen steadily and are now
higher than ever; in contrast, rates for older mothers had
declined by as much as 35 percent between 1970 and 1975
and have since returned to about the 1970 levels (table 10).
Rates for first births for unmarried women have increased
even faster than for all births. For example, the first-birth
rate for unmarried women aged 30-34 years rose 47 per-
cent in the period 1980-86, from 4.5 to 6.6 per 1,000
women, while the overall rate for this age group increased
27 percent. The increases for 35-39-year-old unmarried
women had a similar pattern (tables 10 and 11).
The effect of the rising birth rates for unmarried
women has been accentuated by the rapid growth in the
population of unmarried women, as explained earlier. The
number of women in their thirties has increased and the
proportion that is not married has risen as well. As a
consequence the total number of births to unmarried
women in their thirties more than tripled between 1975 and
1986, and the number of first births to these women
increased more than sixfold (table 12). For example, 74,928
babies were born to unmarried women aged 30-34 years in
1986 compared with just 19,800 in 1975. The number of
first births to these unmarried women also increased, horn
3,000 in 1975 to 18,178 in 1986.
The racial differential in the rate of nonmarital child-
bearing declines with increasing age, but the rate for black
women is more than twice the rate for white women even at
ages 30 years and older, However, if the basis for compar-
ison is restricted to unmarried women having their first
child, the racial differential is reduced. For example, the
racial differential in the overall birth rate for unmarried
women aged 30-34 years in 1986 was 2.7 compared with 1.6
for first-birth rates. Rates for unmarried women in both
racial groups have increased in recent years, but the in-
creases have been much larger for white than for black
women, thereby reducing the racial differential.
It is difficult to account for the rising trend in nonmar-
ital childbearing by relatively older women. Presumably,
many of these women have chosen to become mothers even
though they are single. Data for 1986 on the educational
attainment of mothers according to marital status suggest
that although unmarried mothers are not as well educated
as their married counterparts, still about 30 percent had
completed at least 1 year of college and about 10 percent
were college graduates. The incidence of mistimed or
unwanted births among well-educated women would be
expected to be relatively low. More research is needed to
determine the factors associated with the rising rates of
childbearing by older unmarried women.
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Maternal and infant health
Low birth weight
The proportion of babies weighing less than 2,500
grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces) at birth is a widely used
measure of birth outcome which in turn is higldy correlated
both with infant morbidity, including congenital anomalies,
and with infant mortality. During the 1970–86 period, the
overall proportion of low-birth-weight babies declined from
7.9 to 6.8 percent. All of this decline occurred between
1970 and 1980; since then there has been no change.
Declines were observed for all age-of-mother groups, but
the greatest reductions (19–21 percent) were for babies
born to mothers in their thirties (table 13). In terms of birtb
weight, the ideal age of the mother has been 25–29 years
during this period, btlt in 1986 births to women aged 30-34
years were only slightly more likely to be of low birth weight
(6.1 compared with 6.0 percent).
When the comparisons are restricted to first births, the
relationship of low birth weight to the age of the mother is
similar, except that first births are at a somewhat higher
risk of low birth weight than births of all birth orders
combined for mothers who are aged 25 years or older. The
decline in percent low birth weight for first births in the
1970-86 period also occurred during the 1970’s. Since
1980, the only notable decline has been for first births to
mothers aged 35–39 years, from 9.5 to 8.8 percent; the
percent low birth weight for births to mothers in their
forties increased.
First births to white and black mothers in their thirties
are at greater risk in terms of low birth weight than those
born to younger mothers, but this risk declined for both
white and black babies during the 1970’s. Still, first births
born to black women in their thirties are about twice as
likely as those born to white women to weigh less than 5!4
poLmds. This differential increased somewhat between 1970
and 1986.
The greater decline in the incidence of low birth weight
among first births to mothers in their thirties compared
with first births to younger mothers is probably a reflection
of the changing characteristics of older first-time mothers.
Prior to 1970, relatively few women were postponing moth-
erhood until age 30 years or later. Rates of childlessness
were very low and the few women who did have their first
child after age 30 years probably did so not by choice but
after many years of trying unsLlcccssfL1]]yto become preg-
nant or to carry a pregnancy to term. Since the early 1970’s,
more women have intentionally delayed cbiklbearing.
The educational attainment of women who became
mothers at relatively older ages has dramatically increased.
Whereas in 1970 only about one-fourth of the women
having their first child at age 30 years or older were college
graduates, about one-half of their counterparts in 1986 had
completed 4 years of college. Greater educational attain-
ment in turn is associated with more timely receipt of
prenatal care and a better outcome in terms of birtb weight.
For babies born to college graduates aged 30–34 years, only
5.8 percent were low birth weight compared with
7.5 percent for all first births to mothers in this age group
(table 14). Comparison of each of the four age groups (ages
20-39 years) shows that the percent low birth weight for
babies born to college graduates was 20–33 percent below
the average for each age group. This helps explain the
marked decline in levels of low birth weight among first
births to mothers in their thirties.
The relationships between low birth weight and educa-
tional attainment of mother for white and black babies were
similar. In every educational attainment category, however,
first births to black mothers were at roughly twice, the risk
of weighing less than 2,500 grams as were first births to
white mothers. Furthermore, within each age-of-mother
group the racial differential in low birth weight generally
increased with advancing educational attainment.
Prenatal care
As noted above, a major reason why first births to older
mothers are at a relative advantage is the high level of
educational attainment of these mothers, which in turn is a
critical factor accounting for differentials in receipt of
prenatal care. Older women who become pregnant are at a
somewhat elevated risk of certain complications. Early
receipt of prenatal care can help identify problems and
provide the physician and the mother with the opportunity
to treat them. In 1986, 94 percent of white and 86 percent
of black mothers in their thirties who were college gradu-
ates began prenatal care in the first trimester. The distribu-
tion of first births for 1986 according to month of
pregnancy in which prenata] care was begun is shown in
table 15. Among white and black women having their first
child, those in their early thirties were the most likely to
receive prenatal care early and the least likely to have
delayed care (beginning in the third trimester) or no care at
all.
10
Advanced educational attainment and early receipt of until the second or third trimester, the proportion of low-
prenatal care are in turn associated with favorable levels of birth-weight babies did not exceed 5.5 percent. These rela-
low birth weight. Among births to women in their thirties tionships are observed for white and black women, but in
with college degrees who began prenatal care in the first each age-educational attainment-prenatal care category,
trimester, fewer than 5 percent weighed less than 5% babies born to black women had more than twice the risk of
pounds in 1986. (Data are not shown in this report.) Even low birth weight as babies born to white women.
among the few college graduates whose care was delayed
11
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Table 1. Number of first births by age of mother and race of child: United Statea, 1970-66
Age of mother
Total
first 15-19 20-24 25-29 3CH4 35-39 40-44
Year and race of child births 1 years years years years years years
All races 2
1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,,
1973, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 ..,.............,.. .,
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





































































































































































































































































































































































i Includes births to women aged under 15 yews and 45-49 years which are not shown separately.
21ncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 2. Rate of first births by age of mother and race of child: United States, 1970-66
[Ratesare first births per 1,000 women [n specified group]
Age of mother
1544 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 .35-39
Year and race of child
4(H4
yearsi years’ years years years years years
All races 2
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whte
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1961 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .






































































































































































































































































































































































1Rates computed by relating first blt-lk, regardless of age Of mother, 10women wed 1~ Years.
‘Includes races otherthanwhlte and black.
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Table 3. Percent distribution of first births by age of mother, according torace of child: United States, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, and 1986
Age of mother
Under 35 years
Ail 20 20-24 25-29 30-34 and
Year and race of child ages years years years years over
All races t
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 23.5 34.4 27.3 11,7
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3,2
100.0 23.7 35.6 26.9 11.0
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.8
100.0 28.2 39.2 24.1 7.3
1975 .,..............,..
1.3
100.0 35.1 39.2 20.4 4.3 1.0
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,0 35.6 45.6 14.8 3.0 1.0
White
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 20.2 34.8 29,2 12,5 3.3
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 20.5 36.1 28.7 11.7
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.9
100.0 24.8 40.3 25.9 7.7
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,
1.3
100.0 31.1 41.2 22.3 4.5
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.0
100.0 31.7 48.2 16.0 3.1 1.0
Black
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 41.9 34,0 16.3 6.1
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.8
100.0 42.4 34.4 16,0 5.6
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.6
100.0 4&o 34.2 12.9 4.0 0.9
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 57.4 29.9 9.6 2.3 0.7
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,, 100.0 58.7 31.7 7.1 1.8 0.7
i Includes races other than white and black.
Table 4. Birth rates by age of mother and race of child: United States, 1970-66
[Birth rates are live births per 1,003 women in specitied group]
Age of mother
15-44 15-19 %24 25-29 30-34 35-39
Year and race of child
40-44
yaers~ yews yeats yeare yearn yeats years
All races z
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whtie
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,
Blaoi(
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .






































































































































































































































































































































































'Com~ted byreldlng toWbiflb, mgwdlesofage of*r,lowomqed 15-44 yea.rs.
‘Includes races other than white and black.
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Table 5. Percent distribution of live births by live-birth order, according to age of mother and race of child: United States, 1970, 1975,
1980, 1985, and 1986
[Live-birth order refers to number of children born alive to mother. Figures for live-birth order not staled are dlstrlbuted]
2+29 years 3&34 yeara 3$39 years
All 4th All 4th All 4th
birih Ist 2d 3d chtld or birth ~Sf 2d 3d child or birth Ist 2d 3d child or
Year and race of child orders child ctvld child more orders child child child more orders child ctrild child more
All rS.C6S i
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .












































































100.0 25,3 35.9 22.5
100.0 24.7 36.0 22.6
100.0 20.7 33.4 24.6
100,0 15.2 28.4 25.0
100,0 10.0 18.4 23,5
100.0 26.1 36.8 22.5
100.0 25.5 36.9 22.5
100.0 21.3 34.2 24.9
100,0 i 5.5 29.2 25.9
100.0 10.3 19.0 24.8
100.0 17.9 29.7 24.6
100.0 17.1 29.6 24.7
100.0 14.5 26.7 24.7
100.0 11.4 20.7 19.9
















100.0 19.4 29.3 23.4
100.0 18.5 28.5 23.5
100.0 13.0 21.2 22.6
100.0 9.5 15.7 16.6
100.0 6.5 10.9 16,1
100.0 20.2 30.1 23.6
100.0 19.2 29.2 23.7
100.0 13.4 21.4 23.2
100.0 9.8 16.0 19.4
100.0 6.8 11.4 17.3
100.0 13.7 23.4 23.0
100.0 13.4 22.7 22.6
100.0 9.7 17.2 19.4
100.0 6.7 11.7 13.9
















I Imludes races other than white and black.
Table 6. Number ofwomenagedl 5-44 years: United States, 1970j 1975, 1980, 1985, andl 986
[Number in thousands. Population enumerated as of April 1 for 1970 and 1980 and estimated as of July 1 for other years. Due to rounding to the nearest thousand,
detailed figures may not add to totals]
Total
15+4 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44
Year years years years years years years year3
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,483 9,128 10,183 10,982 10,407 9,467 7,316
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,764 9,106 10,463 10,869 10,172 6,967
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7,167
53,048 10,360 10,664 9,877 8,976 7,160 5,992
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,606 10,465 9,677 8,660 7,173 5,931
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5,700
42,437 9,437 8,454 6,855 5,835 5,694 6,162
























































































































































































Table 8. First-birth rates by age and educational attainment of mother: United States, 1970 and 1975, and total of 47 States and the
District of Columbia, 1980 and 1985
[Rates are first births per 1,000 women in specified age and educational attainment group. See Appendix]
&l 1 years 12 years 13-15 years 16 years or more
Age of mother 1985’ 1960’ 19752 19702 19851 19801 19752 1970Z 19851 19801 79752 19702 19851 79801 19752 Ig702
2C-24years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.4 41.3 40.0 44.9 66.2 72.9 69.9 93.0 44.9 43.4 45.1 73.3 28.9 39<7 40.1 61.1
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.2 9.7 9.4 10.0 30,7 30.1 24.5 25.3 50.7 45.0 42.2 43,3 58.1 65.8 64.4 80.3
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.1 3.0 3.1 3.7 9.3 7.3 5.9 6.3 17.7 12.6 9.8 9.6 35.6 29.8 20.1 19.1
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.3 0.9 1.0 1.3 2.2 1.6 1.5 1.9 4.4 2.5 2.1 2.7 9.4 6.6 4.8 5,0
1Rates are based on births which exclude data for California, Texas, ard Washington, which did rwt require repo!tlng of educational attainment of mother.
‘Rates are based on estimates of bidhs by educational attdnmeti of mother for the etiire United States see Appendix.
Table 9. First-bkth rates by age and educational attainment of mother and race of child: Total of 47 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1980 and 1985
[Rates are first births per 1,000 women in specified age, educational attainment, and racial group. See Appendix]
0-7 i years .“ 12 years 13-15 years 16 years or more
Race of child and
age of mother 1985 1980 1985 1980 1985 1980 1985 1980
White
2&24years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.5 44.6 65.3 73.4 42.6 41.4 27.3 37.4
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.3 10.0 32.2 31.4 53.6 47.3 58.5 66.1
30-34 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.8 2.9 9.6 7.2 18.2 12.7 36.8 29.7
35-39 yeare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.1 0.9 2.1 1.5 4.4 2.4 9.4 8.3
Black
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.8 28.1 68.2 67.6 57.6 54.2 46.5 59.8
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.4 7.0 19.9 20.3 34.6 29.4 50.8
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
57.0
4.0 2.4 6.8 6.9 13.1 9.9 24.4 27.0
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.3 0.9 2.4 2.2 4.1 2.8 8.5 7.2
NOTE: Excludes data for California, Texas, ard Weshlngton, which did net require repaling of educational attainment of mother.
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Table 10. Birth rates for unmarried women by age of mother and race of child: United States, 1970, 1975, and 1960-86
[Rates per 1,000 unmarried women in specified group]
Age of mother
15-44 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39
Year and race of chid
40-44
years 1 years years years years years yearsz
All racess
19864 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19854 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19844 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19834 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19824 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19814 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19804 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19755 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19705 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whfle
19864 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19854 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19844 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19634 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19824 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19814 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19804 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19755 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19705 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
19864 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19854, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19844 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19834 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19824 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19814 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19804 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19755 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


































































































































































1Rates ~om@ed bY ~eIa@ total Ndhs tO unmarried mothers, regardless of age Of ITOther, tO unrmrried wOfnen aged l= Years.
‘Rates computed by relating births to unmarried mothers aged 40 years and over to unmarried women aged 4044 years.
slmlude~ ~ace$ Other than ~hjte and b}a&
4Data for states In which marital status was cot reporled have been Inferred and incbded with data from the remaining Sta~ see Appemlix.
%rthstounmarrled womenareestimated fortheUnited8tates fromdataforregistration areas lnwhichmaritd statusofmcdwr wasreport~see Appendix.
21
Table 11. First-birth rates for unmarried women by age of mother and race of child: United States, 1980-86
[Rates are first births to unmarried women per 1,000 unmarried women In specified group]
Age of mother
15-44 15-19 20-24 2+29 30-34 3539 40-44
Year and race of child yearsl years years years years years yearsz
All races 3
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



































































































1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.0 65.4 48.8 20.3 8.9 3.1 0.5
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.4 64.8 46.7 19.0 8,3 3.0 0.5
~984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.1 63.9 44.7 18.4 7.7 2.8 0.5
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.8 63.7 43.6 18.3 7.5 2.7
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
0,4
37.8 63,8 43.4 18.9 7.5 2.4
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
0.4
39.3 63.8 44.5 19.2 7.6 2.3 0.5
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘. 41.1 66.3 46.0 16.0 7.7 2.2 0.4
lRate~computed byrelatlng all fiffit Mmhstounmarried women, regardless ofageof mother, tOUnmarrled w0~na9ed l~Years,
2t3des computed by relating first births to unrw.rried women aged 40 years and over to unmarried Women aged 4W YearS.
s[”~l”de~ ra~e~ Oiher than w~te and black.
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All 15-19 S24 25-29 S&34 35-39 and
and race of child ages 1 years years years pars years over
All blrlhs
All racesz:
19863 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1965s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19754 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
While
1986s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19853 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1980s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19754 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
1986s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19853 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19803 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
79754 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fkstbkths
All races’:
19863 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19853 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19803 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19754 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
white
19863 ...,,..,.......,.. . .
1985s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19603 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19754 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
19663, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19853 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19803 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,







































































































































































i Includesbirths to rmthers under 15 years of age.
zlmlud=race~d~r tknwhiteandbl ack.
3Data for sates in which marital status of mother waa not reported have been inferred d included with data from the rmahing St*es: me APPndk
4Bl~h~tounmrrled ~~naree$tl~ted f~rt~unlted~~eg f~~dataforrqlstrmion aremlnwhlchmfitd Stelusofmtkrwm report@~AppeMix Ouetorourdln gblrfin tolwarast
kdrad, figures by age may K!: add to total.
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Table 13. Percent of all live births and first births with low birth weight, by age of mother and race of child: United States 1970, 1975,
1980, 1985, and 1986
[Low birth weight la defined as less than 2500 grams (51b., 8 oz.) for 1980, 1985, and 1986 and 2,500 grams or less for 1970 and 1975]
All races J White Black
Live-birth order
and age of mother 1986 1985 1980 1975 1970 1986 1985 1980 1975 1970 1986 1985 1980 1975 1970
Ail births
Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under 15years . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
40years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . .
First birlhs
Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under 15yeare . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30-34 yea as . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .









































7.9 5.6 5.6 5.7 6.3
16.6 11.1 10.5 11.2 11.3
10.5 7.6 7.6 7.7 8.1
7.4 5.7 5.7 5.7 6.0
6,9 5.1 5.0 5.0 5.4
7.5 5.2 5.2 5.1 6.1
8.7 6.0 6.0 6.1 7.3









6.1 6.1 6.1 6.6
10.7 10.0 10.8 11.2
7.2 7.2 7.2 7.7
5.5 5.5 5,5 5.6
5.5 5.5 5.7 5.9
6.6 6.8 6.7 7.5
6.1 6.7 8.5 9.3

































































i includes races other then white and black.
Table 14. Percent of first births with low birth weight for women 20-39 years of age, by age and educational attainment of mother and
race of child: 47 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1986
[Low birth weight Is defined as less than 2,500 grams (5 lb., 8 OZ)]
Age of mother and o-6 *II 12 13-15 16 years
race of child Totali years years yeas years or more
All races z
Allages3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.2 10.9 9.7 7.3 6.1 5.2
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.7 9.4 9.3 6.7 5.7
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.5
5.2 8.7 11.2 7.2 5.8
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.6
7.5 12.4 14,8 7.6
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5.8
9.0 12.8 17.2 IY3 9.5 7.2
whne
Allagess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.2 9.5 6.3 6.3 5.3 4.7
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.6 8.9 8.1 5.7 4.7 3.8
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5 7.7 10.2 6.4 5.1 4.2
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.8 13.2 13.3 8.6 6.9
3E-2.9years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5.3
6.2 12.4 15.2 10.4 6.3 6.7
Black
Allagess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.4 14.6 13.3 12.4 10.6 10.1
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.6 13.1 14.9 12.0 10.1 6.4
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.2 13.1 16.7 14.2 10.8
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9.3
14.6 11.9 21.4 16.3 14.4 12.0
3E-39yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.5 17.2 22.9 17.6 19.6 13.0
1Includes educat Iond atfalnmant rmt stated.
‘Includes races other than white and black.
Slnciudes bh-ths to n-others aged urder 20 years and 40 years and CJder.
NOIE Exciudes data for Callforr_Ja, Texas, ard Washington, which did cot require reporting of educational attdnment of mother.
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Month of pregnancy prenatal All 15-19 2&24 25-29 30-34 35-39 and
care began and race of child ages 1 years years years years years over
All races z
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 103.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
lsl-3d month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77.4 55.8 77.2 89.3 91.0 89.7
41h-8th monlh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.4
84.8
33.6 17.9 8.4 7.1 7.8
7th-9th month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.7
10.4
7.7 3.5 1.6 1.3 i .6
Noprenatal care . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 2.9
2.9
1.4 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.6
White
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lst-3d month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4th-6th month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7th-9thmonth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Noprenaialcare . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lst-3d month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4th-6th month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7th-9th month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





























































i Includesbirths to mothers under 15 years of age.





Data shown in this report for 1985 and 1986 are based
on 100 percent of the birth certificates in all States and the
District of Columbia. The data are provided to the National
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) through the Vital
Statistics Cooperative Program (VSCP). Data for 1972–84
are based on 100 percent of the birth certificates from
States participating in the VSCP and on a 50-percent
sample of births from all other States, The number of
States providing data through the cooperative program
increased from 6 in 1972 to 46 in 1984. Data for 1970-71
are based on a 50-percent sample of births for all States.
More detailed information on sampling procedures for
1970–84 is presented in the annual reports for those
years—Vitol Statistics of the United States, Volume I, “Na-
sality.”
Birth probabilities
Birth probabilities and proportions of women who are
childless are derived from a specially prepared set of
fertility tables for birth cohorts that are adjusted for under-
registration of births and underenumeration of the popula-
tion (NCHS, 1976). Because the data necessary to prepare
these fertility tables were not available for the black popu-
lation separately, these data were prepared for the white
population and for the population of all other races as a
group. The trends in first-birth rates for black and all other
women were roughly parallel during the 1970’s with the
rates for black women running about 25 percent lower than
the rates for all women other than white combined. In
recent years, the trends have differed and the proportion of
the all other population that is black has declined. Data for
birth probabilities, birth rates, and proportions childless
shown in figures 1-4 are derived from the specially pre-
pared tables; the birth rates shown in tables 2 and 4 in this
report are the regularly published period fertility rates,
which are available for black women separately,
Educational attainment
To compute birth rates by age and education] attain-
ment of mother for this report, two procedures were fol-
lowed. For 1970 and 1975, it was necessary to estimate first
births by age and educational attainment of mother for the
United States as a whole from data reported by the States
that included information on educational attainment on
their birth certificates. This was done by inflating the
figures by educational attainment and age of mother for the
reporting States to the known totals for each age group for
the entire United States. Thus, for example, the distribution
of births by educational attainment for mothers aged 20-24
years for the reporting States was applied to the United
States total number of births to mothers aged 20--24 years
to yield the estimated number of births by educational
attainment for this age group. During the period 1970-75,
the number of States reporting educational attainment
increased from 38 (accounting for 67 percent of births in
the United States) to 42 and the District of Columbia
(accounting for 72 percent of total births).
For 1980 and 1985, special tabulations of the female
population by age, race, and educational attainment were
obtained from the U.S. Bureau of the Census for the total
of 47 States and the District of Columbia that reported
educational attainment on the birth certificate (excludes
California, Texas, and Washington). The 1980 data are
based on the 1980 census and were modified to be consis-
tent with Office of Management and Budget categories of
race. The modification procedures are discussed in detail in
a U.S. Bureau of the Census (1982) report. The 1985 data
are derived from the Current Population Survey conducted
in June. (For information on fertility and educational at-
tainment data obtained from this survey, see U.S,, Bureau
of the Census, 1986, 1987.)
Marital status
Beginning with 1980 data, national estimates of births
to unmarried women are derived from two sources. For
41 States and the District of Columbia, marital status is
reported directly on the birlh certificate; for the remaining
9 States that lack such an item, marital status is inferred
from a comparison of the child’s and parents’ surnames.
This procedure represents a substantial departure from the
method used prior to 1980 to prepare national estimates of
birlhs to unmarried women. The previous method assumed
that the incidence of births to unmarried women in States
with no direct question on marital status was the same as
the incidence in reporting States in the same geographic
division.
The current method represents an attempt to use
related information on the birth certificate to improve the
26
quality of national data as well as to provide data for the
individual nonreporting States. The method is based on a
comparison of the child’s surname, the mother’s present
and maiden surnames, and the father’s surname. An
evaluation of the new method and its continuing validity for
California (the largest nonreporting State) has been pub-
lished (NCHS, 1985).
Racial classification
The racial designation used in this report is that of the
child, which is determined from the race of the parents as
entered on the birth certificate. When the parents are of
different races and one parent is white, the child is assigned
the other parent’s race. When the parents are of different
races and neither parent is white, the child is assigned the
father’s race with one exception: If the mother is Hawaiian
or part Hawaiian, the child is considered Hawaiian. When
the race of one parentis missing on the certificate, the child
is assigned the race of the other parent. When race is not
reported for either parent, the child is assigned the race of
the child on the immediately preceding record.
.
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Programs and Collection Procedures—Reports describing
the general programs of the National Center for Health
Statistics and its offices and divisions and the data col-
lection methods used. They also include definitions and
other material necessary for understanding the data.
Data Evaluation and Methods Research—Studies of new
statistical methodology including experimental tests of
new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection
methods, new analytical techniques, objective evaluations
of reliability of collected data, and contributions to
statistical theory. Studies also include comparison of
U.S. methodology with those of other countries.
Analytical and Epidemiological Studies—Reports pre-
senting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital
and health statistics, carrying the analyais further than
the expository types of reports in the other series.
Documents and Committee Reports-Final reports of
major committees concerned with vital and health sta-
tistics and documents such aa recommended model vital
registration laws and revised birth and death certificates.
Comparative International Vital and Health Statistics
Reports-Analytical and descriptive reports comparing
U.S. vital and health statistics with those of other countnes.
Cognition and Survey Measurement—Reports from the
National Laborato~ for Collaborative Research in Cogni-
tion and Survey Measurement using methods of cognitive
science to design, evaluate, and test survey instruments.
Data From the National Health Interview Survey-Statis-
tics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of hos-
pital, medical, dental, and other services, and other
health-related topics, all based on data collected in the
continuing national household interview survey.
Data From the National Health Examination Survey and
the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey—
Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian noninstitutional ized
population provide the basis for (1) estimates of the
medically defined prevalence of specific dweases m the
United States and the distributions of the population
with respect to physical, physiological, and psycho-
logical characteristics and (2) analysis of relationships
among the various measurements without reference to
an explicit finite universe of persons.
Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys-Dis-
continued in 1975. Reports from these surveys are in-
cluded in Series 13.
Data on Health Resources Utilization—Statistica on the
utilization of health manpower and facilities providing
long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family
planning sewices.
Data on Health Resources: Manpower and FaciIities—
Statistics on the numbers, geographic distribution, and
characteristics of health resources includlng physicians,
dentists, nurses, other health occupations, hospitals,








Data From Special Surveys-Statistics on health and
health-related topics collected in special surveys that
are not a part of the continuing data systems of the
National Center for Health Statistics.
Compilations of Advance Data From Vital and Health
Statistics—These reports provide early release of data
from the National Center for Health Statistics” health and
demographic surveys. Many of these releases are followed
by detailed reports in the Vhal and Health Statistics
Series.
Data on Mortality-Various statistic on mortality other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports.
Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demo-
graphic variables; geographic and time series analyses;
and statistics on characteristics of deatha not available
from the vital records based on sample suweys of those
records.
Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce—Varioua sta-
tistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other than as
included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special
analyses by demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on
characteristics of births not available from the vital
records based on sample surveys of those records.
Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys—
Discontinued in 1975. Reporta from these sample surveys
based on vital records are included in Series 20 and 21,
respectively.
Data From the National Survey of Family Growth—
Statistics on fertility, family formation and dissolution,
family planning, and related maternal and infant health
topics derived from a periodic survey of a nationwide
probability sample of women 15-44 years of age.
Compilations of Data on Natelity, Mortality, Marriage,
Divorce, and Induced Terminations of Pregnancy—Ad-
vance reports of births, deaths, marriages. and divorces
are based on final data from the National Vital Statistics
System and are published annually as supplements to the
Monthly Vital Statistics Report (MVSR). These reports are
followed by the publication of detailed data in Vital Statis-
tics of the United States annual volumes. Other reporta
including induced terminations of pregnancy issued period-
ically as supplements to the MVSR provide selected find-
ings based on data from the National Vital Statistics
System and may be followed by detailed reporta in Vital
and Health Statistics Series.
For answers to questions about this report or for a Iiat of titles of
reports published in these series, contact
Scientific and Technical Information Branch
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